
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70th Anniversary Almonte Train Accident  

On December 27, 
1942 Almonte was 
the scene of a 
horrible accident. A 
troop train carrying 
hundreds of soldiers 
collided with the rear 
of a packed passenger 
train.  With the 
immediate impact 
and days that 
followed a total of 39 
people were killed. 
The deceased 

included men, women 
and children.  
 
In memory of the victims and 
survivors of this horrible 
accident, the North Lanark 
Historical Society, in 
partnership with the Town of 
Mississippi Mills hosted a 70th 
Anniversary Tribute on 
December 20, 2012. 
 
Thanks to the amazing 
commitment and dedication of 
Doreen Wilson (NLHS) and 
Tiffany MacLaren (Town) the 
event was a great success. 
 

Over 250 people stood outside 
in the frigid weather at the 
Train Accident Memorial to 
attend the candle light vigil. The 
names of the 39 victims were 
read out and candles lit in their 
memory. 
 
The vigil also included 
O’Canada by Kelly Sloan, a 
reading and prayer by Father 
Lindsay Harrison and words 
from: the Mayor John Levi, Ed 
Wilson (NLHS) and  Peter 
Moller (editor of Train Accident 
Publication). 

 
The attendees then 
crowded into the Almonte 
Old Town Hall for 
entertainment and a 
reception. Ruth Stewart-
Verger and Donna Stewart 
of the Ottawa Story 
Tellers provided a 
dramatic retelling of the 
event while Johnny Spinks 
provided music including 
the famous Mac Beattie 
Song, Train Wreck at 

Almonte. 
 

And yet the most important 
aspect of the entire event was 
the participation of various 
survivors and their families. 
Survivors known to be in 
attendance were: 
 
Art and Noreen Charbonneau 
Ed Muldoon 
Doreen (Bradley) Murray 
Betty Spinks 
John Southwell  
Bernard Turcotte  
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Almonte Town Hall was packed for the Anniversary Tribute Reception. 



 

 

The Almonte Train 
Accident was a 
significant event in 
the history of 
Almonte. The 
Historical Society will 
be conducting 
further research on 
the accident and 
hopes to make 
contact with more 

survivors or their families. 
 
If you know of any survivors or 
witnesses from the accident 
please contact Doreen at:  
appletonmuseum@hotmail.com  

613-256-2866 
 
Here are a few words from 
Bernard Turcotte, a survivor of 
the accident. 

 
 

 
 
 

Article for the North Lanark Historical Society Newsletter – January 11, 2013 
 

My name is Bernard Turcotte and I am a survivor of the Almonte Train Wreck. I was 5 years old when that accident 
occurred. My mother and father, Maurice and Cecile Turcotte, myself and my aunt Lillian, my Dad’s sister, were all 
seriously injured. We spent 6 months in the Ottawa Civic Hospital recovering and my baby sister Denyse who was 8 
months old at the time was killed. We owe and attribute our successful recovery to the attention that we received from 
several persons who responded immediately and knowledgeably. The nursing sisters who were travelling on the troop 
train were part of a military hospital unit and they had medical supplies with them that they used to treat those of us 
who were injured at the scene of the accident. We also owe in no small way a huge debt of thanks to the citizens of 
Almonte whose generosity was unparalleled. Shortly after the catastrophic impact of these two trains, eye witnesses got 
on the phone and phoned doctors, St John’s Ambulance people and everyone that they knew, asking them to bring 
blankets to the site and come to the scene of the accident to help. Local citizens like Mrs. Illingworth opened their 
homes to the injured because the local hospital was overwhelmed with more patients than it could handle. The local 
O’Brien theatre became a shelter for the injured and the Town Hall became an infirmary as well as a morgue for the 
fatalities.  

Just before the crash, as the train called the Pembroke Local was leaving the Almonte station, I asked my mother if I 
could stand on the rear platform of the train to watch the departing scene. No sooner had I opened the rear door then I 
closed it, and re-entered the train, because it was bitterly cold. We were seated in the rear seats of the last coach just by 
the balcony door and I said to my mother. “Mom, there is a huge light coming towards us and it is getting closer and 
closer and bigger. What is it?” Before she could get the words out of her mouth to answer me the impact happened and 
there was a crash. The next thing I remember is waking up on a cement floor, wrapped in blankets in the basement of a 
house owned by Mrs. Illingworth. My father and I, my mother and Lillian were eventually transported to the Ottawa 
Civic Hospital where we began our convalescence. Our family survived because of the generosity and caring attention 
that we received from the citizens of Almonte, the nursing sisters from the troop train, the soldiers who dug us out of 
the debris, and local medical personnel who worked around the clock to help us. 

All of that happened 70 years ago. Despite the brutality and shock that such a catastrophic event can have on a family 
and children growing up, we eventually learned to move on. My Dad successfully sued the CPR, and that also was a huge 
factor in our future lives. His litigation efforts significantly influenced the level of care that we received at the Ottawa 

Johnny Spinks provided musical entertainment at the 
reception. 



 

 

Civic Hospital. Later, we did move on to other things, bigger and better as the saying goes, and lived long productive and 
healthy lives thanks to all of the above. However as a result of our successes, as each year passed, we slowly and 
eventually started to forget. Remembering these events was pushed further and further into the back of our 
consciousness to the point where many of us no longer referred to this drastic event in our daily lives. That is tragic 
because our children and grandchildren and young people in general need to know just how such a shocking event like 
the Almonte Wreck can impact human life.  

We also need, for the sake of young people, to learn from such events so that our newer generations will not have to 
deal with the enormous amount of negativity, callousness and bullying that can come from a large corporation like the 
CPR just to avoid paying compensation. This issue was widespread amongst survivors and victims of the Almonte Wreck 
and the notion of proper restitution was never really addressed by anyone except those few who had the courage and 
knowledge to take on the mighty CPR. Those few were able to challenge the oppressive power of the CPR  over ordinary 
people which in more than one case resulted in draconian intimidation. 

In Arizona, my wife and I were preparing to return to Mississauga and our village of Port Credit on Lake Ontario for 
Christmas to celebrate the holidays when we received a clipping from a West Carleton newspaper sent by a family friend 
who lives in Carp. That clipping explained that there was about to be a Memorial Tribute to the Almonte Wreck that 
would be held on December 20th at the Monument Memorials outside in the Town Centre and inside in the Old Town 
Hall. The moment I read that article I said to my wife “we are going to Almonte for this Memorial Tribute to the Wreck. I 
need to go there just to hear what these people are up to and to learn from other survivors about the crash and the 
aftermath.” We left Phoenix on December 18th. On the 19th we drove from Port Credit to Almonte where we stayed at 
the Menzies B & B. We had dinner with friends and relatives in Carp on the evening of the 19th. On the 20th I met with 
Doreen Wilson and Sarah Bennett of the North Lanark Museum, then Tiffany MacLaren from the Town Hall, who 
organized an interview with CTV in Ottawa. Later that evening we attended both Memorial Tributes, the one at the 
Monument Stones outside in the blistering cold and the indoor tribute in the Old Town Hall. 

The Memorial Tribute held outside at the two stone monuments was very well attended despite the cold and wind of 
that evening. It was moving, reverential and profound in the respect shown the fatalities of this awful crash. My sister 
Denyse has her name inscribed on one of those stones. Later in the Old Town Hall, where it was standing room only, the 
speeches, music and dramatic recitation were superbly presented. My wife and I and our relatives who attended were 
deeply moved. I became very proud of what the Town of Almonte was doing in organizing this Tribute and it helped 
most of us not only to remember the bad things of that fateful December night but also the many good things that 
happened. The generosity of Almonte residents, the army nursing sisters, local volunteer medical help, ordinary citizens 
from all over Mississippi Mills and the troops all pitching in to help their fellow human beings in a moment of desperate 
need. That is the wonderful story that needs to be remembered and passed on to our children and future generations. 
Here is living proof that when good people do good things it creates good results.  

That is the lesson I took away with me as I returned home from Almonte during this Christmas season. I thank you, 
Almonte and Mississippi Mills, for staging this Tribute. It has helped us to remember and remind ourselves of our better 
qualities as people when the occasion demands it. Thank you also, Almonte and Mississippi Mills, for your service to the 
cause of remembering, by creating the North Lanark Museum, thus making sure that valuable historical information is 
collected and preserved, enabling us to influence future generations. 

Bernard Turcotte                                                                                     
Ontario Government, Education Ministry(Retired) (1969-1994)     
 Executive Director of IAJE Canada (International Assn of Jazz Education)(Retired) (1998-2003) 
Port Credit Ontario  
Grew up in Ottawa  and graduated from: 
Glebe Collegiate, University of Toronto, Laurentian University and the University of Ottawa 
Taught at Brookfield High School for the Ottawa Board (1962-1969)  



 

 

 

Labrador Christmas in Appleton 
By Eleanor Wright 
 
Christmas in Appleton was 
always very special.  Christmas 
caroling, the yearly sleigh ride 
with Nelson and Glen Syme’s 
horses or tractor, followed by a 
potluck at a villager’s home. 
 
In 1981 Jonathan Robinson 
came to Appleton to live in the 
log cabin next to the church.  
After a few years Jonathan 
went north to find a teaching 
job and ended up in Makkovik 
Labrador, which is a small Inuit 
fishing community on the coast 
of Labrador that is perched on 
the edge of the north Atlantic.   
In 1987 Joyce Ford came from 
Makkovik to Appleton to join 
Jonathan as his wife and life 
partner.   
 
Joyce had a big adjustment to 
her life when she came to our 
village.  She was not used to 
green grass – and so much of it.  
Our food was very different to 
what Joyce had been used to.   
She often wondered why local 
people could not just go out 
and get “those cows just over 
the hill”.  
 
Joyce was a soft-spoken shy 
woman and very homesick for 
family, especially as Christmas 
time approached.  Joyce came 
up with the idea of recreating 
Christmas Eve like it is in her 
little village in Labrador. This 

has come to be known in 
Appleton as “The Labrador 
Christmas”. 
 
The last supply of fresh fruit 
and vegetables comes into 
Makkovik by ship in September.  
There are no more fresh 
supplies until the ships came 
back in July when the ice 
leaves.  In the 1950’s a Captain 
Budgen brought apples to the 
village, stating, ‘Here is a case 
of apples, keep them for a 
special occasion’.  The villagers 
decided to keep them for the 
Christmas Eve service at their 
little church. 
 
This tradition is still carried on. 
Trays of apples have a lighted 

candle placed in them, then 
distributed to the congregation.  
The whole church is illuminated 
by their glow.  Christmas carols 
are sung and the village comes 
together as a family. The candle 
represents the light of Jesus 
coming into the world. 
 
On Christmas Eve, 1987, Joyce 
and Jonathan invited their 
closest friends who had 
welcomed Joyce into our village 
of Appleton.  Jonathan told the 
story of Captain Budgen. Joyce 
passed around the tray (with 
maybe 10 candles in Mandarin 
oranges), Silent Night was sung, 
thanks were given for the 
reason of the season and our 

A Labrador Christmas in Appleton, 2003. Friends and family hold their orange candles. 
Sitting at the rear left are Dillon, Ruth and Ernie of Appleton. Sadly all three passed away 
in 2004 and are still greatly missed. 



 

 

gathering came together as 
family. 
 
This tradition has carried on 
every year since 1987.  It has 
become more meaningful, as 

each year our family has grown 
(now 30 or more).  Some of our 
family has passed on but they 
are remembered at each 
gathering. 

Joyce and Jonathan have 
brought a real family spirit into 
our village of Appleton.  It is a 
gathering that binds us 
together as family and friends.

The O'Brien Reunions: 1980-2012 
By Rita (O'Brien)Cornell

My parents, Joseph and Frances 
O'Brien, raised eight children in 
the old Stone House his father 
Frank O'Brien built on the 23rd 
lot of the twelfth concession in 
Beckwith Township in 1903. Joe 
sold all but the house and 2 
acres to Alphonse Elsener in 
1968 and retired from farming.  
 
In 1978 his daughter Pat and 
her husband Ken Clark bought 
back the 78 acres in partnership 
with her sister Noreen and her 
husband Peter Heighton. After 
some much needed 

renovations, Pat and Ken 
invited all our siblings and all 
Dad's siblings to a family 
reunion at the homestead. 
 
All our siblings arrived and all 
but 2 of Dad's brothers and 
sisters came with their families. 
The front yard of the old Stone 
House looked like a trailer park 
with motor homes, tents and a 
lot full of cars coming and 
going. 
 
We danced, sang, visited, 
caught up on family news, ate 

and delivered many toasts to 
our hosts and everyone who 
had contributed to the day. We 
left amid promises to meet 
again in 4 years in Cavendish 
P.E.I. at Noreen and Peter's 
cottage and in 1984 we made 
good on that promise. 
 
In 1988 we reunited in Almonte 
for the 3rd reunion hosted by 
Gail Nash, a cousin and all the 
O'Brien girls. In 1992 I was the 
host for our 4th gathering and I 
held it at Pinelands Lodge in the  
Muskokas. We all thought it 
was an ideal spot for a reunion 
since there were so many 
children expected. And it was! 
The children had a great time 
with all their cousins and the 
adults enjoyed themselves, too. 
Five days went quickly by and 
soon it was time to say good-
bye to another successful 
reunion. 
 
1996 saw us all gathering at our 
brother Frank's place in Sechelt 
on the sunshine coast of 
beautiful British Columbia. It 
was a glorious reunion with 
picnics by lakes, trips into 

Reunion ’92 Pinelands Resort 



 

 

Vancouver for the young people 
to enjoy the night life , and a 
wonderful boat tour of  the 
harbour   at Gibson's Landing to 
watch the fireworks with the 
majestic Rocky Mountains as a 
backdrop. 
 
The next reunion was 
scheduled for 2000 back in 
Carleton Place. However, 3 
weddings and 3 deaths delayed 
and interrupted any reunion 
plans until late in 2011 when 
slowly interest began to mount 
until late in January 2012 we 
announced July 1st would be 
opening day of Reunion '12. 
 
Then, from all parts of the 
globe the siblings came with all 
their children. After 5 days 
Reunion '12 was in the history 
books and tentative plans for 
Reunion '16 to take place down 
South were being bantered 
about. 
 
The younger generation were 
encouraged to be the planners 
since the older ones were 
getting a little stale. The young 
set would bring new ideas to 
the gathering. 
 
In the interim years from 1996 
to 2012 the O'Brien farm had 
been sold and bought twice 
over with the present owners, 
Marc and Anni Sabourin gutting 
the house from basement to 

attic. They renovated the entire 
house into a beautiful modern 
home inside and out. Anni told 
us that while working on the 
interior they found hundreds of 
shoes in the attic along with a 
lot of clothing and discovered 
later that they were a form of 
insulation.  
 
The Sabourins graciously 
allowed the Appleton siblings to 
tour the finished house one 
afternoon. We were so excited 
to see and experience the 
changes to our childhood 
home. At times we had to look 
out a bedroom or laundry room 
window to get our bearings to 
determine just where we were 
in the house. 
 
You have probably noticed that 

most of the reunions didn't take 
place at the old Stone House 
we called home. However, the 
warm, homey, comfortable 
atmosphere that hovered over 
the home was always there in 
our hearts. The present owner 
felt the same way. Anni told us 
that from day one she felt at 
home there. 
 
Whenever any of our cousins 
are travelling through our area, 
they invariably ask to see the 
home their parents or 
grandparents grew up in. We, 
of course, respect the 
Sabourin's privacy and just 
drive by, but, all in the car get 
the same feeling-We are home 
again.  

O’Brien Old Stone House, built 1903. Photo taken in 1912 on threshing day. The ladies in 
front are neighbourhood ladies who came to feed the thrashers.  



 

 

 

Mystery Artefact: Who Am I? 
NLHS2012.4.168 
By Sarah Bennett, Museum Staff

Imagine my surprise when I 
found this artefact staring out 
at me from our framed photo 
storage area. 
 
The black frame has white 
detailing in the corners and a 
red back. The photo shows a 
mask-like object woven from an 
unknown fibre.  
 
And yet another surprise when 
I removed the backing to find a 
woman staring out at me.

There are no labels on either of 
the photos. So now the North 
Lanark Regional Museum is 
asking you for help to identify 
this mystery artefact. 
 
 
Who is this woman? 
 
What is the significance of the 
woven mask?  
 

 

   

Who am I? What am I? 



 

 

From the President’s Pen 

Happy New Year everyone! 

2012 was a busy and rewarding 
year for the North Lanark 
Historical Society and we are 
looking forward to 2013.  On 
behalf of the Executive and all 
members of the Society, thank 
you to the volunteers, to our 
summer students, to Sarah 
Bennett who has done an 
outstanding job as curator at 
the Museum, to contributors of 
artifacts and to everyone who 
attended and supported our 
events and the Society. 

Other reports in this newsletter 
highlight the year’s successful 
achievements, but the Tribute 
to the 1942 Train Wreck stands 
out.  Compliments and 
accolades have come from far 
and wide.  Survivors and 
descendants of survivors of the 
wreck have contributed 
information and stories that 
had not been documented 
before. 

We invite anyone who has not 
done so to write down 
information regarding the Train 

Wreck and we would very much 
appreciate receiving those 
stories.   

The Society and the Museum 
work to preserve the heritage 
and history of both the rural 
community and the settlements 
of the area.   

Thanks again. 

 

Ed Wilson, President, North Lanark 

Historical Society. 

Genealogy Workshop 
 

On November 21, 22 and 23 
from 2-4pm the museum 
hosted a genealogy workshop. 
The workshop was run by NLHS 
Board Member Bob Butler. 
Participants were introduced to 
Ancestry and Family Tree 
maker as ways of working on 

their family genealogies. They 
were also introduced to various 
resources on the internet.  

The participants were given 
time to work on their own 
family trees, with assistance 
from Bob Butler and Brian 
Tackaberry. The workshop was 

at full capacity with 12 people 
in attendance each day. 

Thank You to Bob for 
organizing/running the 
workshop and to Brian for 
assisting. 

Coming Up Next: 
Scottish Tea 
On Sunday January 20, 2013 the Historical Society is having its annual Scottish Tea at the North Lanark 
Regional Museum. Music and entertainment will be provided by Martin Aller and Larry Lunney. Guests will 
enjoy fresh scones with cream and jam as well as Tea and Coffee. Tickets for the event are $5.00 and can be 
purchased at the door.  
 

Heritage Dinner 
On Friday February 15th the Historical Society is hosting its annual Heritage Dinner at the Almonte Legion. 
Guests will enjoy a scrumptious roast beef dinner and will have the chance to bid on a variety of local goods 
and services in our silent auction. The evening will also include Architectural Awards by the Mississippi Mills 
Heritage Committee. Tickets for the supper are $25.00 and can be purchased in advance from any member of 
the Board of Directors or at the museum. Call 613-257-8503.   



 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
January 20, 2013  Scottish Tea  

February 15, 2013  Heritage Dinner (Almonte Legion) 

May 19, 2013   Official Museum Opening 2-4pm 

June 23, 2013   Strawberry Social 2-4pm 

July 8-12, 2013  Museum Adventures Camp 

August 12-16, 2013  Museum Adventures Camp 

September 29, 2013  Apple Pie Social 2-4pm 

November 3, 2013  Official Military Exhibit Opening 

 
Museum: Open by appointment; call 613-257-8503 
Visit our website at: www.northlanarkregionalmuseum.com 

 
Last Remarks: 
 
The North Lanark Historical Society and Museum would like to thank several people and organizations for 
their continued support: 
 
· Thank you to Doreen Wilson & Tiffany MacLaren for organizing the Almonte Train Accident 70th 

Anniversary Tribute  
· Thank you Bob Butler for running the Genealogy Workshop and Brian Tackaberry for his assistance. 
· Thank you Brian Tackaberry for designing and installing our November Military Exhibit. 
· Thank you Mayor Levi and councillors of the Town of Mississippi Mills for your continued financial support.   
· Thank you Young Canada Works and Service Canada for our summer staff funding. 
· Thank you to those who have participated in our oral history project 
· Thank you to the Government of Ontario through the Programs and Services Branch of the Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture for funding our project, “Digitally Preserving the Past for the Future”. 
 
And to anyone we may have omitted, thank you for your continued support! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
North Lanark Historical Society 

P. O. Box 218, Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0 
 

Annual Membership (Circle one): Individual - $10.00 Family - $25.00  (Circle one)  New   Renewal  
Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________  
Address 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone _________________________________          E-Mail______________________________________ 
 
Donations to the Society may be combined with the membership fee. Both the membership fee and donations are 
eligible for a Tax Deductible Charitable Receipt. If mailing, please make payment by cheque to the North Lanark 
Historical Society and mail to the address above. Thank you for your support  



 

 

Scottish Tea  
 

 

 

 

North Lanark Regional Museum 
647 River Road, Appleton 

 

Sunday Afternoon - January 20, 
2013 

2:00 to 4:00 PM 
 

Musical Entertainment 
Moe Aller     – on the Bagpipes 

Larry Lunney – on the Keyboard 
 

Light Refreshments will be served 
 

Admission - $5 
 

For more information:   Sarah - 613-257-8503  
Doreen - 613-256-2866 

 


